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a deputy whom he could trust to do the bulk of
his work. It was not long before Wolsey's abun-
dant energy and business capacity made them-
selves clear ; and it was not long before Nanfan
withdrew and laid the whole burden of his office
upon Wolsey. In 1505 he resigned, and returned
to England to spend his last years in peace ; and,
if any further need of evidence for his confidence
in Wolsey be demanded, it is disclosed by the fact
that he appointed him his executor at death. On
his master's death, Wolsey's office of chaplain
would naturally cease; but Sir Richard had
already obtained for his admirable deputy pro-
motion to a chaplaincy to King Henry VII him-
self.

At the Marquis of Dorset's death, Wolsey had
resigned the quiet living of Lymington. Now he
was terribly near the throne at the age of thirty-
five. He had been ordained barely ten years
when a vista of possibilities opened up before him
- a goal at the end of any road he might takes and
the chance of swaying the fortunes of a kingdom.
It is useless to waste time in speculating on his
speculations, but there can be no doubt that a
man of Wolsey's ambitious temperament and
lightning grasp upon all the details of his situation
must have seen in a flash what the opportunities
were. Whether he ever contemplated, like the
infinitely greater Thomas More, the other side of
the picture, ever scented danger in so close a
proximity to the Tudor throne, or was